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The PRR was king for decadesThe PRR was king for decades——it was the it was the 
General Motors of its day. General Motors of its day. 

It also exerted much influence on Capitol Hill. It also exerted much influence on Capitol Hill. 

It paid a dividend to stockholders every year of It paid a dividend to stockholders every year of 
its entire existence. Over 120 years straight. its entire existence. Over 120 years straight. 



aa

The General Assembly has had a long and The General Assembly has had a long and 
close relationship with railroads in the close relationship with railroads in the 
CommonwealthCommonwealth——from the glory days of from the glory days of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad through the the Pennsylvania Railroad through the 
““wreckwreck”” of the Penn Central and the of the Penn Central and the 
formation of Conrail and the breakup and formation of Conrail and the breakup and 
sellsell--off to Norfolk Southern and CSX, we off to Norfolk Southern and CSX, we 
have weathered both good and bad have weathered both good and bad 
timestimes……



Driven to ActionDriven to Action
With the bankruptcy of the Penn Central and the 
formation of Conrail the General Assembly got 
directly involved in rail preservation. Act 10 of 1976 
authorized state ownership of abandoned lines to 
keep shippers’ life lines going



Act 119 & 188Act 119 & 188

We later passed Act 119 of 1984 and Act 188 of 
1988 which set up the Rail Freight Policy 
Committee and permitted grants to rail companies 
and shippers for accelerated maintenance and 
rehab.



RFAC ActRFAC Act--19831983--8484
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��� Stuban, Laughlin, Cawley, Jarolin, Tigue, Petrarca,  Hasay, Stuban, Laughlin, Cawley, Jarolin, Tigue, Petrarca,  Hasay, 
Serafini, Lucyk, Showers, Belfanti, Blaum, Wargo, B attisto, BaldSerafini, Lucyk, Showers, Belfanti, Blaum, Wargo, B attisto, Bald win, Phillips, win, Phillips, 
Belardi, Grieco, Letterman, W. W. Foster, Coslett, Klingaman, McBelardi, Grieco, Letterman, W. W. Foster, Coslett, Klingaman, Mc call, Davies, call, Davies, 
Lescovitz, Pistella, Freeman, Mchale, Clark, Rudy, Gallagher, F.Lescovitz, Pistella, Freeman, Mchale, Clark, Rudy, Gallagher, F. E. Taylor, E. Taylor, 
Wambach, Kowalyshyn, Dombrowski, Steighner, Kasunic , Daley, MorrWambach, Kowalyshyn, Dombrowski, Steighner, Kasunic , Daley, Morr is, is, 
Alderette And Boyes. Alderette And Boyes. 
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HOUSE BILL 865 HOUSE BILL 865 
19831983-- as introducedas introduced --bond programbond program

Original Legislative intent and findings. (a) Public policy.Original Legislative intent and findings. (a) Public policy.----It is the public policy and  It is the public policy and  
responsibility of the Commonwealth to facilitate railroad  transresponsibility of the Commonwealth to facilitate railroad  transportation and portation and 
commerce in this Commonwealth by exercising  those powers of thecommerce in this Commonwealth by exercising  those powers of the Commonwealth Commonwealth 
necessary to qualify for rail  services continuation subsidies unecessary to qualify for rail  services continuation subsidies under the Regional Rail  nder the Regional Rail  
Reorganization Act of 1973, (45 U.S.C. Reorganization Act of 1973, (45 U.S.C. §§ 701 et seq.), as amended, and any rules or 701 et seq.), as amended, and any rules or 
regulations promulgated under that act. regulations promulgated under that act. 

Finding and declaration.Finding and declaration.----The General Assembly finds and declares that this The General Assembly finds and declares that this 
responsibility of the Commonwealth cannot be effectively met witresponsibility of the Commonwealth cannot be effectively met without the hout the 
establishment, funding, construction, reconstruction, acquisitioestablishment, funding, construction, reconstruction, acquisition, repair, replacement, n, repair, replacement, 
operation and maintenance of railroads and railroad projectsoperation and maintenance of railroads and railroad projects



Amended ActAmended Act——19881988
House Bill  2095 House Bill  2095 

By Representatives STUBAN, PHILLIPS, HUTCHINSON and  DININNI. By Representatives STUBAN, PHILLIPS, HUTCHINSON and  DININNI. 

An Act amending the act of July 5, 1984 (P. L. 587, No. 119), knAn Act amending the act of July 5, 1984 (P. L. 587, No. 119), known as the "Rail own as the "Rail 
Freight Preservation and Improvement Act," changing the name of Freight Preservation and Improvement Act," changing the name of the Rail Freight the Rail Freight 
Policy Committee; increasing the membership on the committee; fuPolicy Committee; increasing the membership on the committee; further providing rther providing 
for the selection of the chairperson; extending certain grants ofor the selection of the chairperson; extending certain grants over two fiscal periods; ver two fiscal periods; 
and extending the Rail Freight Advisory Committee for an additioand extending the Rail Freight Advisory Committee for an additional five years. nal five years. 

Referred to House TRANSPORTATION, Jan. 20, 1988 Reported as commReferred to House TRANSPORTATION, Jan. 20, 1988 Reported as committed, Jan. itted, Jan. 
26, 1988 26, 1988 

Third consideration and final passage, March 22, 1988 (190Third consideration and final passage, March 22, 1988 (190--0) 0) 

Referred to Senate TRANSPORTATION, April 6, 1988 Reported as ameReferred to Senate TRANSPORTATION, April 6, 1988 Reported as amended, Nov. nded, Nov. 
15, 1988 15, 1988 

Third consideration and final passage, Nov. 22, 1988 (49Third consideration and final passage, Nov. 22, 1988 (49--0) 0) 

House concurred in Senate amendments, Nov. 30, 1988 (184House concurred in Senate amendments, Nov. 30, 1988 (184--0) 0) 

Approved by the Governor, Dec. 21, 1988 Approved by the Governor, Dec. 21, 1988 

Act No. 188 Act No. 188 



RFAC membersRFAC members
The Secretary of Transportation, ex officio. The Secretary of Transportation, ex officio. 
The Secretary of Commerce, ex officio. The Secretary of Commerce, ex officio. 
The Chairman of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, ex oThe Chairman of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, ex officio. fficio. 
The Chairman and Minority Chairman of the Senate Transportation The Chairman and Minority Chairman of the Senate Transportation 
Committee. (5) The Chairman and Minority Chairman of the TranspoCommittee. (5) The Chairman and Minority Chairman of the Transportation rtation 
Committee of the House of Representatives. Committee of the House of Representatives. 
17 members of the public representing the areas of concern speci17 members of the public representing the areas of concern specified who fied who 
shall have extensive experience and knowledge of rail freight trshall have extensive experience and knowledge of rail freight transportation ansportation 
activities throughout the Commonwealth to be appointed by the Goactivities throughout the Commonwealth to be appointed by the Governor vernor 
as follows: as follows: 
Two representatives of Class I railroad companies.Two representatives of Class I railroad companies.
Three representatives of regional railroad/short line operation.Three representatives of regional railroad/short line operation.
Six representative rail shippers, each to represent one of the fSix representative rail shippers, each to represent one of the following ollowing 
areas: (A) Coal. (B) Steel. (C) Lumber. (D) Intermodal. (E) Chemareas: (A) Coal. (B) Steel. (C) Lumber. (D) Intermodal. (E) Chemical. (F) ical. (F) 
Food products/agriculture. Food products/agriculture. 
One representative from the Pennsylvania Chamber of Commerce. One representative from the Pennsylvania Chamber of Commerce. 
Two representatives of regional/local economic development groupTwo representatives of regional/local economic development groups. s. 
Two representatives of regional/local planning commissions. Two representatives of regional/local planning commissions. 
One representative of rail contractors/suppliers.One representative of rail contractors/suppliers.



RFAC Powers & DutiesRFAC Powers & Duties
The power and duty of the committee shall be to advise and The power and duty of the committee shall be to advise and 
comment on the comprehensive rail freight study, comment on the comprehensive rail freight study, 

to advise and comment on all phases of the rail freight to advise and comment on all phases of the rail freight 
transportation program activities being undertaken or financialltransportation program activities being undertaken or financially y 
assisted by the department, assisted by the department, 

and to propose methods, strategies or technologies for improvingand to propose methods, strategies or technologies for improving
rail freight transportation services systems or facilities withirail freight transportation services systems or facilities within the n the 
Commonwealth. Commonwealth. 

The committee shall periodically submit reports of its The committee shall periodically submit reports of its 
deliberations and conclusions to the Governor, members of the deliberations and conclusions to the Governor, members of the 
General Assembly and the State Transportation Commission.General Assembly and the State Transportation Commission.



GrowthGrowth

The Rail Freight Assistance Program (RFAP) The Rail Freight Assistance Program (RFAP) 
has grown significantly over the years. It wasnhas grown significantly over the years. It wasn’’t t 
too long agotoo long ago--1992, that the Casey 1992, that the Casey 
Administration reserved $1 million of the $2.3 Administration reserved $1 million of the $2.3 
million appropriated to RFAP. The Ridge million appropriated to RFAP. The Ridge 
Administration allocated the entire $8.5 million Administration allocated the entire $8.5 million 
available. The RFAP had been the subject of a available. The RFAP had been the subject of a 
2001 spending freeze, in which the funding for 2001 spending freeze, in which the funding for 
the program was cut in half, and was since the program was cut in half, and was since 
funded at the reduced level.  funded at the reduced level.  



A leader in the nationA leader in the nation
RFAP is one of the most successful rail grant RFAP is one of the most successful rail grant 
programs in the U.S. The program funding was programs in the U.S. The program funding was 
increased several years ago to over $10 million and increased several years ago to over $10 million and 
this year to 11 million thanks to strong support in the this year to 11 million thanks to strong support in the 
House and Senate. PennDOT now awards the House and Senate. PennDOT now awards the 
money in two rounds each fiscal year.money in two rounds each fiscal year.



State Grant and Loan Programs for State Grant and Loan Programs for 
Rail FreightRail Freight



Goals & CommitmentGoals & Commitment
House Transportation Cmte. (R)House Transportation Cmte. (R)



Goals & CommitmentGoals & Commitment ……..



Goals & CommitmentGoals & Commitment ……..



Questions/DiscussionQuestions/Discussion


